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Dear Students, Parents, and Community Members:  

 

The state has released the 2017-2018 New Jersey School Performance Reports (NJSPR).  These reports reflect the New 

Jersey Department of Education’s (NJDOE) effort to share information that provides an overview of New Jersey school 

performance and can be found on the NJDOE’s webpage at www.njschooldata.org.  South Harrison Township Elementary 

School District is pleased to share some highlights from the published report that assist in understanding information in 

terms of the District’s performance.   

 

2017-2018 South Harrison Elementary School (SHES) Highlights:  

 SHES meets the state standard for performance in English/language arts (ELA)  

 SHES meets the state standard for performance in math  

 SHES meets the schoolwide student growth standards for English/language arts (ELA)  

 SHES meets the schoolwide student growth standards for math  

 SHES chronic absenteeism rate is below the state average for elementary schools 

 

Within the NJSPR, a “school score” is identified. Like a test, each NJ school received a grade from 0 to 100. The intent of 

this numbering system is to report, to parents and to community members, a familiar “score” without having to read 

through the data in an effort to compare schools. This year, South Harrison received a score that lands the school in the 

middle of other elementary schools in the state of New Jersey. It is important to note, however, that this process relies on 

limited criteria and limited understanding of the larger work within a school district.  

 

For example, some schools who received a higher rating than South Harrison, had less students showing proficiency in 

math and ELA. In fact, a NJ high school that was ranked 17th in the state of New Jersey by U.S. News and World Report 

and was a recipient of a Gold Medal Award, received a lower summative score than South Harrison Elementary School.  

Additionally, through the state school auditing system, New Jersey Quality Single Accountability Continuum (NJQSAC), 

South Harrison has more than doubled its curriculum and instruction rating over the past five years, a process that includes 

a number of factors, including performance on state testing.  Therefore, it is important to remember that oversimplified 

ratings such as these are never able to fully paint a picture of the amazing work that is done on a daily basis by the 

dedicated teachers, staff, students, and administrators of this district.  

Finally, for a second year in a row, a narrative was included in the NJSPR, allowing the community to learn more about 

each school’s unique structure and offerings outside the typically reported data.  Each narrative is organized around clear 

themes, including school highlight, curriculum and instruction, staff and professional learning, and much more.  To read 

more about these components of South Harrison Elementary School, you can visit the above noted website and click on 

the “narrative” tab of the detailed report. 

We believed that the highlights noted above continue to affirm South Harrison Township Elementary School District’s 

continued reflection of the motto, Committed to Excellence.  We look forward to continued success as a school and 

community that takes pride in partnering to support our children as they advance successfully.  

Respectfully, 

 

Patricia Calandro  

Chief Academic Officer  

http://www.njschooldata.org/

